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Welcome to the EDL 628 assignment manual. This manual will help you navigate through your 

assignments and exams. An explanation of your assignments, with examples, are provided on the 

following pages.  
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Statute Quiz Prep 
 

What are the ages of compulsory school attendance in Kentucky?   

 
     Source 

 

 

 

What are the three types of schools for which the State of Kentucky makes 
exceptions to the compulsory attendance laws?   

 

 
     Source 

 

 

 

How many hours of school work constitute a school day?   

 
     Source 

 

 

 

How many days must a student miss to be considered truant?   

 
     Source 

 

 

 

For what three reasons does the KRS say schools can ban books.    

 
     Source 

 

 

 

Out of what fund are schools authorized to provide for busses?     

 
     Source 
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Case Summary Assignment 

 

This assignment is designed to both introduce the skill of reading and briefing cases for each student as 

well as to provide a service to the class.  

Instructions: Students will sign up for a case, which they will brief and present to the class on the 

assigned day. The text of the case will be provided to the student. The student is to read the case 

(probably more than once) and synthesize the case into the format provided below. You are 

summarizing what the justices said in the case and not giving your analysis of the decision.  The brief (1-

3 pages) will be due on the day of the student presentation. The presenting student should bring copies 

(about 11) for every student in the class. In addition, the student will provide a brief oral summary of 

their case to the class when the topic of the case is being discussed. This presentation should provide a 

little information on each element of the case brief below. An example will be provided to you in class.  

Elements of a Case Brief:  

Element of Case 
Brief 

Description 

1.  What is the 
CASE NAME and what 
is the CITATION?  

This includes the names of the principal litigants (the parties of the case), followed by 
the volume number, reporter name, and page number on which the case begins.  In 
parentheses, identify the court and the year of the decision.  [An example of the case 
name and citation is: Davis v. Monroe County Board of Education, 526 U.S. 629 
(1999).] 

2. What are the 
FACTS of the case? 

State the essential facts leading to the controversy.  Be concise, including only relevant 
information.  Please include what happened in the lower courts [e.g., if your case is a 
U.S. Supreme Court case, what happened in the Circuit Court of Appeals and in the 
District Court?].   

3. What is the 
ISSUE that the court 
is deciding? 

         State the issue or issues identified by the court in question form.  Specify the 
provision of law that the court is interpreting (e.g., 14

th
 Amendment; IDEA).  

4. What did the 
court decide? What 
was the HOLDING of 
the case.  

Identify the court's response to the issue or issues involved (1-2 sentences).   

5. Why did the 
court rule this way? 
²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ 
RATIONALE? 

 Explain the court's reasoning for its decision.  On what legal grounds (e.g., 
Fourteenth Amendment Due Process Clause, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972) did the court base its opinion?  Identify any judicially created tests (e.g., 
endorsement test under the Establishment Clause) that the court applied in reaching 
its decision. This should be the longest, most detailed section of your summary. 
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Sample Case Brief:  

Brown v. Board of Education 

Case Name and Citation: 

 Brown v. Board of Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954). 

Facts: 

 Black children had been denied admission to their community public schools which were only attended by 

white children under the State segregation laws in several places, including Topeka, Kansas where Brown resided. 

The tangible factors that schools rely upon to function were equalized or are being equalized, although the 

plaintiffs argued they would never receive the same public education in the black schools. This was acknowledged 

through a lack in motivation and educational and mental development because of the constant inferiority imposed 

by segregation. The black students sought admission to the white schools.  

Issues: 

 ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ CƻǳǊǘŜŜƴǘƘ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ōǳǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭέ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΣ and whether the 

educational environments of the plaintiffs were equal to their white counterparts. 

Holding: 

 ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ ΨǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ōǳǘ ŜǉǳŀƭΩ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ CƻǳǊǘŜŜƴǘƘ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ 9ǉǳŀƭ 

Protection Clause and the students were ordered to gain admission to white public schools in which they had 

applied for and been denied admission.  

Rationale: 

 ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ōǳǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ άŀǊŜ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǳƴŜǉǳŀƭΦέ 

Thus, no manner of equalized segregation could ever reach the demand imposed by the Equal Protection Clause of 

the 14
th
 Amendment. Education had changed so substantially in the time since the Fourteenth Amendment was 

passed that its prior interpretation in Plessy v. Ferguson is no longer valid. Further, Segregation has inherent 

inequalities for children, and these inherent inequalities have detrimental effects of the black children of 

segregated schools limiting the long term abilities as citizens. This is what the 14
th
 Amendment sought to prohibit, 

and does in the case, therefore the plaintiffs and all other children should not be denied admission to a public 

school simply on the basis of race.  

 Having reached this conclusion for public education, the court then extended the reach of the prohibition 

of separate but equal to all aspects of society. Thus, the court directly overturned the Supreme Court case of Plessy 

v. Ferguson which sanctioned the doctrine as constitutional in 1896.  

 

Dissenting/Concurring Opinions: 

 None 
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Oral Argument & Policy Brief 

 

 There will be three oral arguments throughout the course of the class. Students will participate 

in all three oral arguments, twice representing a party to the action and once serving as the judges. The 

Policy Brief is described in more detail below.  Oral arguments are expected to be around 35-40 minutes 

in length. More specific time guidelines are provided below.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Synopsis of the Arguments: 

 On the day of your oral argument, each group representing a party to the action will present a 

one page synopsis of their arguments to the judges (and the instructor ς 6 copies). The judges will then 

consider not only the arguments presented orally but also the arguments made on the one page 

synopsis. This synopsis should be completed as a group and cover all the elements of the oral argument: 

Constitutional and Statutory Arguments; Case Law Arguments; and, Policy Arguments.  

Oral Argument Format 

 

Opening Arguments  

     Counsel(s) for the student present their opening arguments 

          (10 min.) 

     Counsel(s) for the school present their opening arguments 

          (10 min.) 

Rebuttal 

     Counsel(s) for the student present their rebuttal 

          (5 min.) 

     Counsel(s) for the school present their rebuttal 

          (5 min.)  

Judges Deliberation & Verdict 

 After opening arguments and rebuttal the judges will weigh 

both the evidence presented to them in the policy brief of the 

parties as well as the evidence presented in the oral argument 

and arrive at a verdict. After nominating a foreperson, they will 

then announce that verdict, as well as the reasoning behind it, 

to the class. (10 min). 

            

 

Opening Arguments Should Consist 

of: 

1. Constitutional & Statutory 
Arguments 

2. Case Law Arguments 
3. Policy Arguments 

Any type of argument may be 

presented in rebuttal, but the 

arguments should be intended to 

counter the arguments presented by 

the opposition.  

Judges may ask questions of the 

parties at any time during the 

proceedings, either on questions 

that arise from counselsΩ policy brief 

or from the oral argument of the 

parties. 
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Oral Argument Assignments:  

 

Oral Argument and Policy Brief Topics and Applicable Fact Patterns: 

Oral Argument #1: Church & State  -  Robertson v. Lieberman County School District, No. 413 

 A public middle school student died in an accident a week before school began. Many 

students appǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ wƻōōƛŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ǌŀōōƛ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀŘ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŜŀǎŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ 

school. The principal organized a voluntary student assembly on the first day of class at 2:00 pm. 

The principal required every student to be in the gym; however, students that did not wish to 

attend were permitted to sit on the top walkway of the gym and do their homework, distant 

from the other students but still within earshot of the speakers. About 15 students sat at the top 

of the gym. At the assembly the principal told the students of the accident and about counseling 

services that were available. After the principal finished he introduced the rabbi by name and 

said he was a reƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ wƻōōƛŜΩǎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀōōƛ ōȅ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ wŀōōƛ 

said a short (less than 1 min.) nondenominational prayer. A Christian student and her parents 

filed a lawsuit against the school. This case is scheduled for oral argument on Thursday, Sept. 25, 

2008.  

Oral Argument #2: Student Expression  -  Palin, Clinton & Pelosi v. Strom Thurman  School Dist.   

 After seeing the play the Vagina Monologues, a group of female high school students 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǎƘƛǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL  aȅ ±ŀƎƛƴŀΦέ ! ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǊǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ōŜƭƻǿΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ 

ten students wore the shirts to school, all but three turned the shirts inside-out before they 

entered the school building for classes. The three students that did not turn their shirts inside 

Oral 
Argument #1  

Harlan Group

ωRepresent School

Vinson Group

ωRepresent Student

Brandeis Group

ωJudges

Oral 
Argument #2 

Harlan Group

ωRepresent Student

Vinson Group

ωJudges

Brandeis Group

ωRepresent School

Oral 
Argument #3

Harlan Group

ωJudges

Vinson Group

ωRepresent School

Brandeis Group

ωRepresent Teacher


